
 

DAILY SUMMARY – 14 JUNE 2017 

 

1. IS conducts significant attack breaching Federal Police lines south of Old City 

2. Additional details of oil fire and smuggling activities south of Kirkuk 

3. IS attacks against Peshmerga forces in frontline areas west of Tuz Khurmatu 

4. Multiple IS suicide bombers killed southwest of Shirqat 

5. Assembly in Tahrir Square to commemorate victims of the 2014 Camp Speicher Massacre 

6. Abducted child freed in al-Maqil, Basra City 
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Iraq-wide: 

The arrival of pro-Assad Regime forces including Iranian-proxy militias to the Iraqi border continues to 

be discussed.  One 13 June, a high-level Syrian Army delegation held talks with Iraqi counterparts in 

Baghdad in order to discuss prospects for joint control over the border and joint anti-IS 

operations.  Iraqi Army Chief of Staff Lieutenant General Othman al-Ghanmi stated it was also agreed 

to exchange intelligence, and increase the flexibility of Iraqi Air Force aircraft to conduct cross-border 

strikes in order to reduce IS movements in border areas. 

The Coalition continues to strongly oppose the developing Iran-Iraq-Syria corridor, and increasing 

cooperation between the Iraqi and Syrian government.  On 14 June, Abu al-Atheer, a military 

spokesman for the U.S.-backed Maghawir al-Thawra rebel group, stated the US plans to increase its 

footprint in southeast Syria beyond the well-known al-Tanf base.  US forces reportedly established a 

second joint base approximately 60-70 km to the northeast at Zakf, and have begun increasing the 

range of patrolling efforts.  Coalition spokesman Colonel Ryan Dillon denied these accounts, stating 

al-Tanf was the only joint base, but acknowledged joint patrols sometimes lasting days or weeks are 

sometimes conducted outside the base. 

The US has now also forward redeployed a High Mobility Artillery Rocket System (HIMARS) battery 

from Jordan to al-Tanf in another escalation in force postures in southeastern Syria.  The US continues 

to demonstrate its intent to disrupt pro-Iranian ambitions for a viable land corridor as these standoffs 

continue to play out, though the ultimate effectiveness remains to be seen in the months and years 

to come. 

North:  

As discussed further in this report, at around 0300 hours on 14 June, as many as 100 IS fighters armed 

with various weapons assaulted frontline positions manned by Federal Police personnel areas of Old 

City. A group of IS fighters able to infiltrate along the banks of the Tigris River into areas of the Dandan 

and Dawwasa neighborhoods further south. A number of militants fortified themselves in the Dandan 

Mosque, before the site was targeted by Iraqi attack helicopters. The mainstay of clashes were said to 

have concluded around 0800 hours, with follow-on clearance operations ongoing through much of 

the day. At least 12 insurgents were killed in the Dandan area, while other IS losses involved claims of 

“dozens” killed. At least 11 Federal Police members were killed along with four civilians, with dozens 

of other security personnel wounded according to some sources. 

These events form one of the most prominent IS attacks seen over the course of operations in West 

Mosul. The locations selected in these strikes were well sited by IS militants, with the bulk of available 

frontline Iraqi military units heavily committed north of Old City, and commitments along the southern 

axis largely continuing to be economized. Despite the comprehensive effects of attrition on IS 

leadership personnel over the course of the campaign, these events highlight enduring proficiency in 

IS attack planning capabilities. While IS lost a large number of skilled insurgents with no significant 

change in control of terrain assessed, these events will likely prove a delaying factor for current 

offensive operations.  

http://in.reuters.com/article/mideast-crisis-iraq-syria-idINKBN1951FC?rpc=401&
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-syria-usa-exclusive-idUSKBN1951YX
http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/us-long-range-missile-system-deploy-southern-syria-first-time-9348201
http://talos-iraq.com/conducts-significant-attack-breaching-federal-police-lines-south-old-city/
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Additional significant reporting surfaced pertaining to initial reporting of a fire at an oil pipeline south 

of Kirkuk.  On the early morning hours 13 June, a large fire broke out at an oil storage facility in the 

Taza area said to be used by a Hashd al-Shaabi affiliated criminal group to smuggle the Jambur oil field, 

south of Kirkuk.  15 firefighter teams were required to extinguish the huge blaze six hours later.  The 

Hashd al-Shaabi members were reportedly operating a sophisticated smuggling operation, using an 

underground pipeline to take oil directly from an established pipeline in the Jambur oil field.  Once the 

oil was transferred to the storage facility, the criminal group used modified tanker trucks concealed 

as cargo trucks transporting chickens to transport oil on what was said to be a daily basis.    

On 14 June, Gorran spokesperson Shorish Haji stated the party refused an offer to participate in the 

reactivation of the KRG parliament, disagreeing with the “conditional” terms that would require 

Gorran Speaker Yousif Mohammed to resign.  These conditions and the Gorran’s refusal were 

previously anticipated, with the PUK and KDP expected to lead efforts to reactivate the KRG 

parliament without Gorran participation.  Meanwhile, Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi called on 

Kurdish political representatives to visit the capital in order to discuss the referendum and develop a 

“road map” to resolve outstanding issues. 

 At around 2300 hours on 13 June, IS attacked Peshmerga and Hashd al-Shaabi positions near Hilaywa 

and Bir Ahmed Villages, located along the Zarga front west of Tuz Khurmatu. IS militants temporarily 

gained control over some frontline areas.  The attack was eventually repelled approximately four 

hours later. Two Peshmerga soldiers were reportedly killed and six others were wounded.  The bodies 

of seven insurgents were spotted, while additional IS losses are likely. 

Central: 

At noon of 14 June, unidentified gunmen threw a hand grenade against a house belonging to a former 

Sahwa member in the Albu Itha area of Dora, East Rashid. The former member was reportedly 

wounded along with three of his family members in this intimidation-style attack.  Two additional IED 

attacks wounded multiple civilians suburbs east and south of the city. On 14 June, unidentified 

individuals shot and killed a civilian in one area of Sadr City amongst unknown motivations, and the 

body of another individual was discovered in another area of Sadr City. 

On 14 June, unidentified men released an abducted female engineer from Buhriz after a $30,000 

ransom payment was made in New Baghdad, with this previously reported abduction event now 

resolved.  Efforts to counter criminal activity during Ramadan remain significant.  On 13 June, the 

Baghdad Counter-Crime Directorate announced efforts to counter a gang that specialized in 

conducting armed robberies during Iftar in the Mansour area while wearing military uniforms.  On the 

evening of 14 June, a number of individuals are expected to assemble at Tahrir Square in order to 

commemorate the victims of the 2014 Camp Speicher Massacre.  

South: 

Updated reporting of tribal clashes which took place on 13 June in Qurna, stated that elements of the 

3rd and the 4th Battalions of the Qunra Police Directorate, in coordination with SWAT forces, detain 

http://www.rudaw.net/english/kurdistan/130620178
http://www.rudaw.net/english/kurdistan/140620172
http://www.rudaw.net/english/middleeast/iraq/14062017
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35 individuals and confiscated 11 rifles in the aftermath of the violence. The Mayor of Qurna called 

for those detained not to be released until they can be referred to the courts, and for additional 

personnel involved to be reported to security officials. Given the number of individuals involved and 

a lack of reporting that 

On 14 June, based on Intelligence information, a Basra Counter-Crime Directorate force freed an 

abducted 11-year-old child and arrested one of the kidnappers after raiding the location the captive 

was being held in the al-Maqil area of central Basra. Children are often taken for kidnap and ransom, 

coercion, human trafficking or other criminally related motivations, with rescues such as this typically 

resulting from information garnered during ransom negotiations or provided by nearby residents. 

On 13 June, the Military Intelligence detachments of the Rafidain Operation Command, arrested one 

suspected terrorist for impersonating a member of security forces at the al-Laj checkpoint in Wasit. 

The individual is reportedly wanted under Article 4 of the terrorism statute, for a number of terrorism-

related incidents in Karbala, though the detainment was likely made based on a name search of the 

checkpoint databases, with such identifications notorious for proving ultimately inaccurate.  

International: 

Exclusive: U.S. expands presence in Syrian desert, rebels say – Reuters  

U.S. troops based in Syria's southeastern desert have expanded their footprint, rebels there say, 

increasing the risk of direct ground confrontation between the Americans and Iran-backed pro-

government forces. U.S. special forces have been based since last year at Tanf, a strategic Syrian 

highway border crossing with Iraq, where the Americans have assisted rebels trying to recapture 

territory from fleeing Islamic State fighters. 

US rocket artillery deployed to southern Syria for first time – MEE  

The US has moved its High Mobility Artillery Rocket System (HIMARS) into southern Syria from Jordan 

for the first time, according to defence officials. According to CNN, the deployment will position it near 

the US coalition training base at Al-Tanf, which has been a flash point for clashes between the US and 

forces loyal to the Syrian government. 

"Staggering" civilian toll in U.S.-led strikes, U.N. official says – CBS  

The U.S.-led coalition fighting ISIS militants in Syria and Iraq has caused a "staggering loss of civilian 

life" with airstrikes around the Islamic extremists' remaining stronghold in the Syrian city of Raqqa, a 

top United Nations human rights official said Wednesday. "We note in particular that the 

intensification of airstrikes, which have paved the ground for an SDF (Syrian Democratic Forces) 

advance in Raqqa, has resulted not only in staggering loss of civilian life, but has also led to 160,000 

civilians fleeing their homes and becoming internally displaced," said Paulo Pinheiro, chairman of 

U.N.'s Independent Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian war.   

Iran kills the members of Sunni jihadist group in southeast – Reuters  

Iranian forces killed three members of a Sunni Muslim jihadist group in the city of Chabahar on 

Wednesday and arrested five others, state media reported, as security forces stepped up measures to 

http://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-syria-usa-exclusive-idUSKBN1951YX
http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/us-long-range-missile-system-deploy-southern-syria-first-time-9348201
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/us-airstrikes-raqqa-staggering-loss-of-civilian-life-un-paulo-pinherio/
http://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-iran-security-alfurqan-idUKKBN1952HL?il=0
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prevent militant attacks. Last week, suicide bombers and gunmen attacked parliament and Ayatollah 

Khomeini's mausoleum in Tehran, killing 17 people in what was an unprecedented security breach for 

the Islamic Republic. 
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